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MONTREAL / April 7, 1988 --- Concordia University researchers have obtained 
major increases in funding from The Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC). The total dollar amount obtained is $3.9 million -- an increase of 17.4% over 


last year. 


The largest increase, 24.3%, went to the Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science, followed by the Faculty of Arts and Science at 5.6% and the Faculty of 
Commerce at 2.2%, (Researchers in the Faculty of Fine Arts are not eligible for NSERC 
grants; only seven of 36 departments are eligible in Arts and Science, and only one of six 


in Commerce and Administration). 


The highest departmental increase went to Mechanical Engineering, whose funding 
rose 51% over the previous year. The largest individual research grant ($83,200), was 
given to aerospace engineer W.G. Habashi, who recently won the E.W.R. Steacie 
Memorial Fellowship -- one of Canada's most prestigious awards for science and 
engineering achievements -- for his work in computational fluid dynamics. Habashi's 
grant is the largest in Canada awarded this year by NSERC's Mechanical Engineering 
Committee. Other top Concordia mechanical engineering winners were: Sheshadri 
Sankar ($56,480), T.S. Sankar ($56,480), C.K. Kwok ($44,440), and R.M.H. Cheng 
($44,226). 


Other notable departmental increases include those for the Centre for Building 
Studies (up 27% this year over last), Computer Science (up 23 %), and Psychology (up 
18%). 


Dr. Cooper Langford, Concordia's Associate Vice-Rector, Research, attributes the 
increases to Concordia's long term development program for research. "It takes time for 
scientists at newer Universities like Concordia to develop leadership positions in their 
respective fields of research," he says. "The fact that we have done as well as we have in 
obtaining grants in recent years indicates that we are developing a considerable level of 
maturity in our overall research program." 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should contact DIANE McPEAK, 
Public Relations Officer, at (514) 848-4883. 


